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BAYARD RUSTIN

/" — Summ ar]
_— Bayard Rustin was born on March17, 1612, at "
" West Chester, Pennsylyania, and was educated at Wilberforce <
University, Wilberforce, Qhio, and the City College of New York,

'Rustin {8 an ardent pacifist who hae been affiligted
with a number of pacifist-type organizations, and is considered ~
to be & foremost Negro exponent on the doctrine of passive resistance,
An orator of pome prominence, Rustin has delivered lecturesat -
various uniyersities and pacifist meetings throughout the United ... -
States as well as gbroad, He has been actlye in pumerougzmiaieting
activities and demonstrations as well as other agitational@ctivitiCEm,
against military conscription and racial segregation, In 19wihe
was the Executive Becretary of the War Resisters League, an ™ o
interpational pacifist organization, . .

| On February 2, 1948, the American Consul General,

- Bombay, Indla, reported to the Department of ftate concerning -
untavoraﬁﬁﬁpxet‘»sions made by Rustin during & slx-week lecture
tour during December, 1948, and January, 1848, It was noted
that Rustin spoke very unfayorably and in an inflammatory manner
regarding racial conditlions in the United Etates, with his public
appearances and gtatements being highlighted and giyen an anti-
American slanting in the Indian press,

| He has admitted joining the Young Communist League
(the youth arm of the Communist Party, USA) in 1836 and claims he
severed relations with the organization in June, 1841, He has also
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admitted membership In the American Student Union during the period

. 18306-40, This organization has been cited as a communist front

organization by the House Committee on Internal Becurity, Rustin
has stated that he withdrew from this organization in 1640 to embrace
the Quaker religion,

Rustin was investigated by this Bureau for Belective
Service violation in 1943 and ‘1844, when he refused to comply with
the provisions of the Act on grounde of alleged conscientious obfection,
During the courge of this investigation, Agents of the New York Office
observed Rustin acting as Chalrman of & pacifist-type meeting in

New York City on February 12, 1943, during the course of which he
urged men in the audience to come out on the stage and burn their
draft cards. Rustin pleaded gullty on February 17, 1844, to an
Indictment charging violation of the Belective Service Act g™ roig==
and was sentenced to three years' imprisonment on that dite,
was conditionally released from prison on June 11, 1946,

He reportedly accompanied four American pacifists
to Africa in late 1859 to protest against hydrogen bomb tests by
French authorities. He had in April, 1858, accompanied a small
group of American pacifists to England to protest production of
nuclear weapons, While this group was in England they participated
in public demonstrations and attempted ln.terviewg with high-ranking
government officials, :

Bayard Rustin, described as Chairman of the War
Resisters League, spoke before a public meeting of the Monroe
Defense Committee held in New York City on October 6, 1961, in
which he advocated militant aggressive action by the Negro people
if there are no other means to procure equality, ‘Rustin stated that
there had been a breakdown in law enforcement on a national, state,
county and local level in the South and that it was not only the right
but the duty of Negro people to furnish the law enforcement protection
themselves. Rustin stated that the Negro people should furnish this
protection by armed force if necessary and by forming their own
police force, He said that this police force would not be recognized
as such by state authorities but would be R moral police force with
the right to bear arms, to stop, to question and to' detain persons
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even though it was recognized that the State would‘call, this kidnaping.
These statements were made &s Rustin belieyed that his former passive
resistance had not been sufficient. ’

' A confidential gource of this Bureau reported attending
& meeting held in Portland, Oregon, on October 6, 1050, sponsored
/2 the Fellowship of Reconciliation at which Rustin spoke. In response
_~—"%o & direct question from the audience Rustin gtated that he formerly
“  was a member of the Communist Party but was no longer so affiliated.
Rustin, among others, was listed as an "impartial obseryer" at the
St Communist Party, USA, National Convention in 10857,

. Rustin gerved as secretary to the late Martin Luther
King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
from 1656 to 1660, In 1962, he was appointed Assistant Secretary
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and subsequently
served as Deputy Director of the August 28, 1963, "March on’
Washington. " In this latter capacity he was an extremely active

organizer.
£ ’

On October 25, 1046, he was reportedly arrested by
the New York City Police Department for a violation of Section 722
of the Penal Code (offering to commit a lewd or {ndecent act). He
was arrested in Pasadena, California, on January 21, 1953, ona
charge of sex perversion. He pleaded guilty to propositioning two
males to engage in an act of podomy and admitted a previous arrest
on the same charge in New York City, He received a sentence of
8ixty days on this charge,

In addition to the above, Rustin has also been arrested
on & number of occasions in connection with his activities of an
agitational pature concerned with civil rights and pacifist lx(')ggxl‘a;ns. )
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| In July, 1069, & confidential source who has furnished
reliable information in the past advised that Stanley Levison,
described as & secret member of the Communist Party as of July,
1963, had indicated to Mrs, Coretta King, the widow of Martin Luther
King, Jr,, that the "Research Committee" of the Southern Christian -
Leadership Conference (SCLC), consisted of Levison and three other
individuals, {ncluding Bayard Rustin, (100-442529-2948) ‘
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