KGROUND:
tten by Rustin in 1943, the Interracial Primer was
intended to provide practical advice, suggestions, and
tips to Americans who were looking for ways to
overcome “the ever-increasing racial tension that
threatens the principle of brotherhood on which our
democracy rests.”

He hath made
of one blood

. all nations of
men.

— Acts 17:206
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The Negro in 1943

N the past two years several encouraging developments have
occurred in the American Negro-white scene. President Roose-
velt has issued Executive Order 8802, clearly forbidding dis-
crimination in war industries because of race, color, creed, or
national origin. A new and more powerful Fair
Employment Practices Committee has been set
up. The major labor organizations have taken a
fairly progressive stand, and encourage member
unions to be diligent in applying their National
Councils’ resolutions on equity. And Americans generally have
displayed increased concern about the undemocratic conditions
against which Negroes must contend.

Nevertheless, in spite of these developments, Negro-white ten-
sion has increased steadily since the United States entered the
war. [Lven in normal times changes in the social and economic
patterns produce fear and frustration, which in turn lead to ag-
gression; in time of war this psychological process is accelerated,
and abnormal social conditions become fertile soil for the de-
velopment of hate and fear. Direction of these emotions toward
minority groups is very nearly automatic.

Thus, as the American Negro at last takes the offensive in his
struggle for freedom, he is confronted by organized violence, and
must overcome an increased separation from the white world,
and consequently from political power and self-government. One
hears of a hotel refusing admitiance to Marion Anderson, of
Georgia police beating up Roland Hayes, of a Mississippi mob
lynching three Negroes. These are not mere incidents, but
symptoms of the increasing breakdown of an ailing system.

Denied jobs, housing, and education, thousands of Negroes
literally are starving io death in a nation that ot the same time

[2]

conscripts other black men and asks them to kill and to die for
democracy.

Every day thousands of Negroes in eleven Southern states are
forced to stand in line for hours before inadequate “jim-crow”
ticket windows and then to wait until all whites are seated on
buses before they can ride. Often this means a delay of hours or
even days.

Negro soldiers have been shot for insisting on taking seats
marked for whites on trolleys and buses.

In some Southern industrial areas Negroes and whites go
armed to work.

Thousands of Southern white workers have migrated to North-
ern indusirial areas, and have brought with them social customs
and prejudices that have caused outbreaks of violence. In addi-
tion, of course, this mass migration has made worse an already
critical housing problem.

Continuously large segments of Northern industry move into
Southern areas, drawn by the opportunity to get cheap labor.
These industrielists know that such labor will be available so long
as no strong labor movement exists, and a real Southern labor
movement will not develop while whites and blacks cannot sit in
the same room. C..0. attempts to organize below the Mason
and Dixon line are thwarted as this newly migrated industry ex-
ploits race hatred as a vital element of its divide-and-rule tech-
nique.

There is evident a general return to reaction, both North and
South. Politically ambitious Talmadges, Dixons, Rankins, and
Bilbos are encouraging “white supremacy” sentiment as a pow-
erful political weapon, and their activities have frightened many
ex-liberals into hiding. At the same time they place all the blame
for racial tension on the Negro press and on “disgruntled, vicious,
and unpairiotic” Negro leadership.

[3]






















5. Be diligent to treat Negroes with respect
and kindness. Use “Mr.” and “Mrs.” when ' .\
addressing Negro men and women. Never

use the term “boy” when speaking to a

Negro man. Stand in the presence of Negro

women.

X. Dor’t Forget the Lawmakers

1. Investigate any reports of police brutality in your commun-
ity. Police often mistreat Negroes where no strong interracial
group keeps vigilance.

2. Continue to participate actively in efforts to abolish the poll
tax entirely or as a qualification for voting. In the first five days
of the 78th Congress, four bills to abolish the poll tax were
introduced:

H.R. 7 by Vito Marcantonio of New York.
H.R. 52 by Joseph A. Gavagan of New York.
H.R. 651 by Stephen A. Day of Illinois.

S.J. Res. 2 by Joseph C. O’Mahoney of Wyoming.

Begin today to write your Representative and Senator. Encourage
your friends to do the same.

3. Urge your congressman to consider all and vote for one of
the seven anti-lynching bills presented to the new Congress before
January 8, 1943. These are:

41 by Joseph A. Gavagan of New York.

. 321 by Hamilton Fish of New York.

. 351 by U.S. Guyer of Kansas.

. 469 by Thomas F. Ford of California.

. 657 by Louis Ludlow of Indiana.

. 820 by Emanuel Celler of New York.

. 861 by Charles R. Clason.of Massachusetts.
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A few months ago, three Negroes were lynched in Mississippi.
Remember that 175 Negroes and 16 whites have been lynched in
the United States since 1929.
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XI. Your Church Can Help

1. Publish in your church bulletin and then paste on your
church bulletin board President Roosevelt’s Executive Order 8802.
Point out the order’s basic consistency with the Christian ethic.

2. Seek to abolish the segregation of Negro blood by the Red
Cross, since there is no scientific ground for such discrimination.
Many city hospitals accept the blood of all on the same basis
for the use of humanity. If you can’t get the Red Cross to change
its policy, contribute your blood to such hospitals.

3. After studying James Myers’ Informal Conjerences organize
the church community to help secure Negro representation on
such community agencies as school boards, juries, community
chest committees, and hospital staffs.

4. Work to abolish racial discrimination and segregation in
your church. It is often more difficult for Negroes to become
members of Christian churches than it is to eat in the restaurants
of those church communities. In those sections of the United
States where there is the largest church-going population, race
relations are most tense. Recall the story of Johnny, the Negro
who for several months had been trying unsuccessfully to become
a member of a famous white church. One night in a vision the
Lord appeared to Johnny and said, “Don’t worry, Johnny, I've
been trying to get into that church for twenty years myself.”

[15]



~ THE FELLOWSHIP OF
| RECONCILIATION

The Fellowship of Reconciliation is a group of people,
numbering many thousands and located in many countries
of the earth, who are united in their opposition to the
use of violence to settle disputes between individuals and
nations. While they do not subscribe to any specific

- pledge, in general

they refuse to participate in any war or to sanction military
preparations; they work to abolish war and to foster good
! : will among nations, races, and classes;

4 - they strive to build a social order which will suffer no in-
' dividual or group to be exploited for the profit. or pleasure :
of another, and which will assure to all the means: for realiz-
i : ing the best possibilities of life;

they advocate such ways of dealing with offenders: against
society as shall transform the wrong-doer rather than inflict
~retributive punishment; :

they endeavor to show reverence for personality—in the home,
in the education of children, in association with -those of
other classes, nationalities, and races;

they seek to avoid bitterness and: contention, and to main-
tain the spirit of self-giving love while engaged in the struggle
to- achieve these purposes.

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION
2929 Broadway, New York, New York ‘
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